NEW ARTICLE

ENDANGERED
SPECIES

Britannica.com

|

TVIREAT e
‘\ RiRAAL




GIANT PANDA
(AILUROPODA MELANOLEUCA)

EVERYONE LOVES A PANDA..THEY MIGHT BE THE KITSGHIEST
ANIMAL RUMANITY HAS DRIVEN TO THE BRINK OF EXTINGTION YET.
FROM STUFFED ANIMALS T0 MARTIAL ARTS-TRAINED GGl
ABOMINATIONS, WE JUST GAN'T SEEM TO GET ENOUGH OF THE BI-
G0LORED BEASTS. THOUGH THEIR “AWW FAGTOR, MAY VERGE ON
THE GLOYING, T HASN'T BEEN WITHOUT EFFEGT. GHINA, WRICH 5
10ME TO THE REMAINING WILD POPULATION OF FEWER THAN
2,000 INDIVIDUALS, HAS SINGE THE LATE 19805 INSTITUTED MORE

NG

bH.

SIRINGENT HABITAT PROTECTIONS AND POACHING HAS ALL BUT
GEASED. THEIR STATUS 15 STILL TENUOUS, THOUGH. THEIR RANGE
o FRAGMENTED AND THEY ARE STILL SUBJECT TO DISEASE,
JCGASIONAL - PREDATION, AND  oTARVATION WHEN  LARGE
SWATHES OF THE BAMBOO ON WHICH THEY FEED COMPLETES [T
LIFE GYGLE AND DIES.
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BLUE WHALE
(BALAENOPTERA MUSCULUS)

THERE ARE FEWER THAN 25,000 BLUE WHALES, TRE LARGEST
ANIMALS ON THE PLANET. COMPRISING SEVERAL SUBSPECIES,
BLUE WHALES ARE FOUND IN ALL OF THE WORLD'S OGEANS SAVE
THE ARGTIC. THE CURRENT POPULATION 5 THOUGHT TO' HAVE
BEEN REDUCED BY UP T0 90% BY WHALING IN THE 201
GENTURY. - COMMERCIAL  HUNTING OF THE OPECIES WAS
JLTIMATELY BANNED IN 1966. THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES
SERVIGE OF THE U.5. SPELLED OUT A REGOVERY PLAN IN 1396. IT
STIPULATED THE MAINTENANGE OF PHOTO DATABAGES OF
INDIVIDUAL SPECIMENS AND THE COLLEGTION OF GENETIG AND
MIGRATION DATA IN ORDER TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THE SPECIES,
WHICH REMAINS AT RISK FROM SHIP GOLLISIONS  AND
ENTANGLEMENT IN FISHING NETS.




ASIAN ELEPHANT
(ELEPHAS MAXIMUS)
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SEA OTTER
(ENHYDRA LUTRIS)

THE LUXURIOUS WATERPROOF COAT THAT INSULATES SEA OTTERS
-ROM THE GHILLY WATERG TRAT THEY INHABIT ALMOST LED TO ITS
XTINGTION. A TARGET OF THE COMMERGIAL FUR TRADE, THE
SPEGIES WAS ALMOST WIPED OUT, WITH ONLY oOME 2,000 OF AN
ESTIMATED 300,000 LEFT BY 1911, THAT YEAR, AN INTERNATIONAL
BAN ON COMMERGIAL HUNTING WAS ENAGTED. THOUGH TRAT
BAN, ALONG WITH MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION MEAGURES
TAKEN IN THE WAKE OF THE 1972 MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTION
ACT, HAVE HELPED POPULATIONS REGOVER TO PERHAPS A THIRE
OF THEIR EARLIER NUMBERS, THEY ARE RIGHLY VULNERABLE TC
BOTH NATURAL PHENOMENA SUCH AS KILLER WHALE PREDATION
AND TO ANTHROPOGENIG FAGTORS SUCH AS OIL SPILLS.




SNOW LEOPARD
(PANTHERA UNCIA)

THOUGH IT'5 CALLED A LEOPARD-AND GERTAINLY RESEMBLES A
ROSTED VERSION OF THOSE SPOTTED HABITUES OF MORE EQUATORIAL
REGIONS-THE SNOW LEOPARD 5 AGTUALLY MORE GLOSELY RELATED
10 THE TIGER, AT LEAST PER GENETIC ANALYSIS. PROBABLY FEWER
THAN 6,000 REMAIN IN THE WILD, THOUGH DUE TO THE REMOTE
MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN PREFERRED BY THE SPECIES, AND ITs ELUSIVE
NATURE, DATA IS HARD T0 COME BY. THE LARGEST POPULATIONS ARE
IN GHINA AND MONGOLIA, WITH SIGNIFICANT POPULATIONS IN INDIA
AND KYRGYZSTAN AS WELL. IT5 NATURAL PREY INCLUDE BLUE SHEEP
AND IBEX, BUT IN' oOME AREAS, IT 5 HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON
I],MEST b ANIMA 5. THE FARMERS WHO DEPEND UPON THE ANIMALS
oH00T THE “PROBLEM, LEOPARDS. POACHING oTILL GONSTITUTES A
MAJOR THREAT 10° THE SPECIES, AS DOES OVERRUNTING OF ITS
NATURAL PREY SPECIES.




GORILLA
(GORILLA BERINGEI)

THERE ARE PROBABLY ONLY AROUND 220,000 LEFT IN THE WILD.
(ABITAT  ENCROAGHMENT AND  POAGHING FOR  BUSHMEAT,
TROPHIES, AND MAGICAL TALISMANS HAVE LED T0 oUBSTANTIAL
005Eo. BEGAUSE THEIR oOGIAL STRUGTURE [5 5O COMPLEX AND
BECAUSE THEY REPRODUGE oLOWLY—WITH FEMALES ONLY GIVING
BIRTH ONGE EVERY FOUR YEARS AT BEST-THE REMOVAL OF EVEN
A FEW INDIVIDUALS FROM A GORILLA TROOP  CAN
CATASTROPHIGALLY IMPAGT IT5 ABILITY TO SUSTAIN ITSELF
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TASMANIAN DEVIL
(SARCOPHILUS HARRISII)
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ORANGUTAN
(PONGO PYGMAEUS)
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"ORANGUTAN,, IS MALAYSIAN FOR “PERSON OF THE FOREST,,
THOUGH MORPHOLOGIGALLY THEY MAY RESEMBLE MELTED
MUPPETS MORE THAN PEOPLE, THEIR SOPHISTICATED GOGNITIVE
ABILITIES  ARE VERY HUMAN INDEED. LIKE GORILLAS AND
GHIMPANZEES, THEY HAVE BEEN KNOWN T0 USE TOOLS. DUE IN
ARGE PART TO LOGGING AND GAPTURE FOR THE EXOTIC PET
TRADE, ORANGUTANS—-RESTRIGTED TO THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN
SLANDS OF BORNED ANL SLMATRA NUMBER FEWER THAN
60,000 PER A 2004 STUDY. UNLIKE OTHER GREAT APES, THEY ARE
USUALLY SOLITARY OR LIVE IN GROUPS OF FEWER THAN THREE,
MAKING THEM DIFFICULT TO TRACK AND STUDY.




