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Audio: Hi, everyone. Welcome to  English Class with Ms Yen. Today, we will learn a new grammatical 
point that belongs to Unit 6: Gender Equality named Passive voice with Modals. 
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Audio: In this lesson, we’re going to talk about 3 main sections: Modal verbs, Active voice with Modals 
and the last one Passive voice with Modals. 
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Audio: And withour further ado, let’s get started with Modal verbs. 
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Audio: We have 7 types of Modal verbs as what this slide shows. Let’s have a look at the examples 
and more importantly, 7 modals verbs. 
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Audio: To talk about ability, we use “can/could”. “Should / Ought to” will be in advice. When we 
mention something covering a sense of duty, we use “must”. “Can/Could/May” will be used in 
permission. To talk about possibility, “May/might/can/could” are very popular, and vice versa, 
prohibition will be identified by “can’t/mustn’t/may not”. The last one, to request, it is recommended 
that “may/will/would” should be suitable. 
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Audio: Ok, let’s move on to the second one: Active voice with Modals 
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Audio: Have a look at the structure. It shows us “Subject + Modal Verb + V bare inf + O” and an 
example to make the structure more clearly “They may design a new project”. 
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Audio: And now, we are going to talk about Passive voice with Modals 
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Audio: Please take into consideration that “We use the passive voice when the agent of the action is 
not known or not important” 
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Audio: The structure of passive will be as follows: O of active voice will be the S of passive voice, we 
keep the modal verb but bear in mind that, after “modal V”, we need “be + past participle” – a 
signature of Passive voice, the last part of this sentence could be optional (by + O) 
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Audio: The example here helps you understand more. In Active voice, it is “They may design a new 
project”. “A new project will be the subject of Passive voice, we keep “may” – modal verb in this 
sentence but make sure that after “may”, we need “be + past participle”, It means “be designed”. So 
we have “ A new project may be designed”. 
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Audio: But if the agent is known, it can be indicated by a phrase beginning with “by”. The example 
below will prove it: “A new project may be designed by all staff of the company”. So, “all staff of the 
company” should be added here to make the sentence more particular and detailed. 
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Audio: That’s all for today and thank you so much for joining my lesson. Have a nice day. Bye ! 

 


