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T H E  E N G L I S H  E A T E R Y



Specif ic  information is  of ten factual
in  nature ,  for  example,  a  name,  a
place,  a  profession,  an object ,  a
number or  a  quant i ty .

What is listening for
specific information?



When you l is ten for  specif ic  information,  you need to
have some idea of  what  you’re  l is tening for  before  you
l is ten and while  you’re  l is tening.  In  an exam si tuat ion,
predict  and ant ic ipate  the kind of  information that  wil l
answer the quest ion,  being aware that  the idea you’re
l is tening for  could be expressed in  the recording in  a
number of  different  ways.  As you l is ten,  you need to
recognise  when the information is  about  to  be given,  and
pay par t icular ly  c lose at tent ion at  that  point .  Sometimes,
l is tening for  specif ic  information also involves  l is tening
to determine whether  information is  s ta ted or  not .

Why is listening for specific
information important?



Think about  the topic  of  the text  you are  going to  l is ten to .
What  do you already know about  i t?  What  could possibly be the
content  of  the text?  Which words come to mind that  you
already know? Which words would you want  to  look up?
It  is  not  necessary to  understand every s ingle  word.  Try to
ignore words that  you think are  less  important .
I f  there  are  words or  issues  that  you don ' t  understand,  use your
general  knowledge as  wel l  as  the context  to  f ind out  the
meaning.
If  you s t i l l  don ' t  understand something,  use a  dict ionary to
look up the words or  ask someone else  for  help.
Focus on keywords and facts .
Think about  the text  again.  Have you understood the main
points?
Remember the speculat ions you made before  you l is tened.  Did
they come true?

How do we listen for gist?



Multiple Choice tips
Read the instruct ions careful ly .
Read the quest ions and ident i fy  what  is  actual ly  being asked.
Highl ight  the keyword in  the quest ion.
Look at  the different  opt ions and underl ine any keywords
that  help you te l l  the  difference in  meaning.
Think of  any synonyms or  paraphrases  you might  hear .
Predict  the answer.
When l is tening,  l is ten for  any keywords and synonyms.
Don’t  wri te  the f i rs t  answer you hear .  They wil l  probably
talk about  more than one opt ion so wai t  unt i l  they have
talked about  them al l  and then answer.  Be careful  with
answers  that  are  given by the speaker  and then taken away.
If  you think an answer is  correct ,  put  a  t ick beside i t  and
keep l is tening to  make sure .
Don’t  spend any more t ime than is  necessary.  I f  you miss  an
answer,  make a  guess  and move on.


